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knowledge, this sex and element was doubtless largely represented in 
the great mass of obscure associations of which we know nothing. Lee 
absents ont toujours tort. 

Poland has enabled us to distinguish the areas of Greek Vereinsleben 
according to nomenclature, locality, and time. He has done for the 
Hellenistic private associations what Walzing has done for the Roman 
collegia. We need a study like Cumont's Mithra and Harnack's Mission 
und Ausbreitung des Christentums for each of the oriental cults. Then 
we may hope for a Geschichte des antiken Vereinswesens. 

W. S. Ferguson 



Society and Politics in Ancient Rome. By Fkank Feost Abbott, 
Professor of Classics in Princeton University. New York: 
Scribner, 1909. 

The growing tendency on the part of our classical professors to collect 
fugitive papers into volumes of essays, as well as the increasing frequency 
of their contributions to the non-professional journals, are interesting 
and encouraging signs. They show that their work is not confined to 
the domain of what has been called " austere philology," but deals to 
some extent with subjects which are of interest to all cultivated readers. 

Professor Abbott's volume shows that papers which do not percepti- 
bly advance the frontier of the science at any point, or contain anything 
that is strikingly novel to the specialist, may yet be read even by the 
specialist with profit as well as with pleasure. One of the very best of the 
essays, for example, is the one which in the nature of the case has least 
new material to offer — the sympathetic sketch of the life of Cicero's son, 
under the title of " The Career of a Roman Student." To the layman it 
must be something of a revelation to find how intimately some of the 
more technical and less familiar branches of classical philology, such 
as epigraphy and paleography, may be connected with matters of interest 
to every thoughtful reader. 

In these days, when affectation in style is almost as common as it was 
in the days of the early Roman Empire, one cannot fail to note and to 
commend Professor Abbott's smooth and graceful diction. One's atten- 
tion is rarely caught by brilliant or would-be brilliant sententiae 
(although the reference to Clodius as the stormy petrel of politics seems 
distinctly in the former class), nor is one's easy course checked by rough 
places in the road. The latter are the more noticeable because of their 
rarity. The opening sentence of the essay on "The Theatre as a 
Factor in Roman Politics under the Republic " must be read twice before 
one realizes that the comma in the second line belongs at the end of the 
first. The only other typographical error that has been noted is the loss 
of a period at the end of the second sentence on p. 162. At the bottom 
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of p. 55 "the most gifted poet, the greatest orator, and one of the moat 
brilliant wits of her time" would naturally be taken to refer to one 
child of Fortune, instead of to Catullus, Cicero, and Caelius, an impres- 
sion which could have been avoided by the repetition of "by." Whether 
the translation at the bottom of p. 96 is Professor Abbott's or not does 
not appear, but it would be safe to wager a few sesterces that no one who 
was not acquainted with that epigram of Martial would guess the mean- 
ing of "Nile's salt treasure." The translations of Verus Innoces on 
p. 17 and of superbiae Campanae on p. 109 do not seem strictly accurate. 
The reviewer doubtless betrays his own ignorance in taking exception to 
the use of historical jargon, such as chauvinistic, Jacobin, and the like, 
as he does elsewhere to that of the more occult terms of pedagogy, 
philosophy, and other sciences and pseudo-sciences. He admits with 
shame that he had to consult the dictionary in an effort to discover the 
force of the former word as applied to the foreign policy of the Roman 
senate — and in vain. On p. 163 its meaning is clear enough, but why 
should it be spelled with a capital letter there and not on p. 39? 

But these trifles, which it becomes second nature for the pedagogue 
to note, and having noted, to record, do not detract in the least from the 
great interest and value of the essays, which may be reaa with perfect 
confidence that they are based on sound and thorough knowledge. The 
least satisfactory is on the whole the one on "The Evolution of the 
Letters of our Alphabet," where the important and powerful influence of 
the cursive hand is noted in a final paragraph which casts doubt on 
much of the ingenious theorizing which precedes it. The titles of the 
remaining essays are: "Municipal Politics in Pompeii," "The Story of 
Two Oligarchies" (an interesting comparison of Roman and American 
political development), " Women and Political Affairs under the Roman 
Republic," " Roman Women in the Trades and Professions," " Petronius : A 
Study in Ancient Realism," "A Roman Puritan," "Petrarch's Letters to 
Cicero," " Literature and the Common People of Rome," " Some Spurious 
Inscriptions and Their Authors." 

The book may be heartily recommended both to the classicist and to 
the general reader. 

John C. Rolfe 

University of Pennsylvania 



Eusebius, Kirchengeschichte. Herausgegeben von Eduahd 
Schwartz. Kleine Ausgabe. Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs'sche 
Buchhandlung, 1908. 
It was a happy idea to make Schwartz' edition of Eusebius' Church 

History accessible to a larger circle of readers through the medium of 

an editio minor, which appears simultaneously with the second part of 

Vol. II. Part one appeared in 1903. 



